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No. Names of Newspapers Place of publication. [ous imed|  ““rieva 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 | “ Bharat Shramjibi”’ ... | Barahanagar 4,000 
2 | “ Rajshahye Sambad”’ ee ee 
SP Grambérté Prakaéshika” . | Comercolly 200 
4 |‘ Arya Pratibha” BROWANIPOTO = = isk | tte 
oe 
5 | Culna Prakash” Se ee Ist January 1878. 
: ea 
6 | ** Banga Hitaishi”’ .|Bhowanipore  — i... |_— ss 
Be ox Bishwva Dit” os Taligunj, Calcutta ...| — ...... 2nd, 9th, and 16th January 1878. 
8 | ‘* Bharat Mihir” ss Mynmensing 658 | 10th J anuary 1878. 
9 | “ Bharat Sangskarak ” Calcutta a Gere 
10 | ‘* Bengal Advertiser” RS eee Beer 
11 | ‘‘ Dacca Prakash” Dacca 400 
12 | ‘Education Gazette” Hooghly 1,168 | 11th January 1878. 
13. | “ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi” eee ae llth ditto. 
14 | ‘“Pratikér” ... | Ditto 235 j|1lth — ditto. 
15 | Grambérté Prakéshika” . | Comercolly 200 {12th ditto. 
16 | “‘ Sambad Bhaskar’”’ CO ee 
17 | ‘‘Sulabha Samachar” 6 | Ditto §,500 | 12th ditto. 
18 | ‘* Sadh4rani” ... | Chinsurah 516 6th ditto. 
19 | ‘* Hindu Hitaishini’’ ... | Dacca 300 
20 | ‘Soma Prakash”’ ... | Bhowanipore 700 
21 | ‘‘ Sahachar”’ ... | Calcutta ‘ack ee 7th _—_ ditto. 
22 |‘ Hindu Ranjika’”’ .| Bauleah, Rajshahye ...| _...... 9th _ ditto. 
23 | ‘‘ Rungpore Dik Prakash” “ Kakinis, Rungpore ... 250 | 3rd __ ditto. 
24 | * Burdwan Prachanké” ... | Burdwan 165 
25 |‘ Banga Mittra”’ . | Caicutia 4,000 
Daily. 
26 | “ Sambad Prabhakar’ _... Ditto 550 5th to 16th J anuary 1878. 
27 |“ Sambad Purnachandrodaya” Mee 12th to 18th 
28 | ‘‘ Samachar Chandrnikaé”’ Ditto 625 5th, 7th, and 12th to 15th Jan. 1878. 
29 | *‘ Banga Vidya accusam “eet ee 
30 | “ Arya Mihir” RS ge 
ENGLISH AND i 
Weekly. 
31 | “ Amrita Bazar Patrika”.. Ditto 2,217 | 10th January 1878. 
32 | “‘ Howrah Hitakari” Bethar, Howrah 300 {13th ditto 
33 |“ Moorshedabad Patrik” rr llth ditto. 
34 | “ Burrisal Bartabaha”’ er a 300 
ENGLIsH anD UrRpv. 
35 | “ Urdu Guide”’ Calcutta 400 | 12th ditto. 
Urnv. oA . 
Bi-monthly. 
36 | “ Akhbar-ul-Akhiér” + | Mosufferpore «usaf none 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
: 37 |“ Behr Bandhu”’ . | Bankipore, Patna 509 | 16th ditto. 
Pic. 
38 | “ Jém-Jahén-numa” . | Calcutta 250 
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SaDHARAS!, 
January 6th, 1878. 


SaDHABANI. 


oo 


PoLivicalL. 


Tun Sddhdérant, of the 6th January, contains an article, headed the 

‘“ Kaisar-i-Hind.” We give the substance, 

The “ Kaisar-i-Hind.” A great difference of opinion prevailed last 
year as to the significance of the Queen's desire to assume a new title, 
While some regarded the measure as only a pretext for making a warlike 
demonstration, others construed it as an indication of the decline of the 
power and energy of the British nation ; on the ground that, those who possess 
real strength are never anxious to parade it by the assumption of an empty 
title. The time, however, has not yet come effectually to stop the clamour 
of such critics. A year’s uninterrupted peace must have convinced the 
former party that the Imperial Assemblage had not been intended as a war- 
like demonstration against Russia or Cabul; the views of the latter may be 
confirmed or refuted in the present year, which promises to be eventful. We 
admit that the reputation of England as a military power has diminished ; or, 


‘to state it more correctly, this appears to be the case, in the light of the 


contrast afforded by the progress made by other Kuropean nations. But 
although we do not believe that the prestige of England, as a military power, 
at the present day, is so high as that of Germany or Russia, neither do we 
believe that the condition of the British Empire in India at all resembles 
that of the empire of the Moghuls under the successors of Aurungzebe. 
In his tours, the Emperor Akbar used to be accompanied by his whole army, 
and there was much glitter and pomp on these occasions; but was he, on 
that account, devoid of all activity? A love of display does not necessarily 
indicate a loss of power or energy; nor was the title of ‘ Kaisar-i-Hind” 
assumed for the purpose of gratifying this feeling. The assumption of the 
title clearly shows that India forms an integral and valuable portion of the 
British Empire ; and, as such, the British nation will not allow its safety to 
be endangered by any foreign power. It is moreover a proof of the feeling 
of sympathy and love which the Sovereign and the British people cherish 
towards the natives of India. As promoting this feeling of unity between 
the two nations, best illustrated during the Madras famine by the noble 
exertions made by the English public on behalf of the afflicted, the assump- 
tion of the title of ‘‘ Kaisar-i-Hind” has been exceedingly beneficial. 

2. We extract the following observations from an article in the same 


os paper, headed the ‘Recent Durbar.” While 
the assumption of the Imperial title by the 
Queen has, on the one hand, enhanced our glory, the increasing eagerness 
we show to receive titles of distinction betrays, on the other, a weakness in 
the national character. Government doubtless believes that the enjoyment 
of these empty honors, in the place of favors more substantial, are equally 
gratifying to the recipients. Hence, hard-worked officers, who have grown 
old in the public service, are made “Roy Bahadurs” for life; and are 
expected to regard the honor as exceedingly valuable. Baboo Bhiideb 
Mookerjee met with disappointment in his endeavours to obtain the Director- 
ship of Public Instruction; but Government has consoled his heari by 
making him a Companion of the new order of the Indian Empire. Thus, 
with but little scruple, are we humored with toys, instead of substantial 
benefits ; and we too, like boys, are eager to catch at these vanities. 

The question, therefore, arises if Government proposes to confer 
any honor upon a person, should he decline to receive it ? Although in the 
case of individuals it might, indeed, occasion a little awkwardness to refuse 
any honor profferred by the State, a community would find it comparatively 
easy to show that they do not appreciate it. Native society in Bengal had 
been hitherto perfectly indifferent to this matter; and was startled to notice 


[rs 


that a few of its members, who enjoy a reputation for great scholarship, were 
candidates for these honors. That by expending a few rupees in a showy 
and pompous manner a wealthy man might easily become a “Roy Bahadur 
was indeed well-known; and their countrymen smiled silently on seeing the 
honor conferred on Baboos Kristo Das Pal and Rajendra Lal Mittra; but 
feels only contempt for the lavish distribution of titles on the occasion of 
the recent durbar. This is not certainly a state of things upon which society 
may be congratulated. There is a limit to everything ; and it would be well 
‘f Government discontinued the present system of durbars, and the profuse 
distribution of honors of which they are the occasion. 
3. We quote the concluding paragraph of an article in the Samachar 
. | Chandrikd, of the 7th January, headed the 
The position of England in the war. « Russo-Turkish War.” The English are very 
cunning. They wantto reap benefits without having to labour for them, 
and to maintain their reputation intact without committing themselves to 
any definite line of policy. But how long will this avail them? All other 
European sovereigns have now formed a true estimate of their power and 
resources. England has assumed an air of indifference to the affront she 
recently received at the hands of the Russian Emperor, who rejected her 
mediation on behalf of Turkey. She doubtless sought to show that it was 
beneath her dignity to notice this, but every Englishman understands the 
motive of such action. However that might be, in Europe the English are 
daily losing their prestige, while they make a parade of it before the people 
of India. Let them but proceed with caution. 
4. In reviewing the political situation in Hurope, and the position of 
England, the Sahachar, of the 7th January, 
thus concludes a long editorial. Truth to tell, 


The same subject. 


England has lost her prestige both in Hurope and Asia. In the present war 
she has become an object of contempt. Is not this an indication of 
national weakness ? 

5. The same paper believes that Government may be charged with 


The consequences of Government 0)uStice and a breach of promise in not res- 
not taking the public into its con- toring the Berars to the Nizam. [If it is in 


fidence. 
mee possession of any valid reason why these 


should be withheld, the facts should be clearly stated. It would be really 
wise, if the public were thus taken into its confidence. Failing this, the 
people are justified in regarding the measure as only an outcome of the 
present mischievous policy of the rulers, which makes them unwilling to 
confess their errors and seek to repair them. It is for this that the hearts of 
the people are gradually alienated from the British Government in India; and 
we fear that a persistence in the present line of conduct will ultimately contri- 
bute to its subversion. The policy pursued by Sir Lewis Pelly in the 
negociations with the Amir of Cabul is also equally objectionable; and in 
this matter also the public have been left in the dark regarding the inten- 
tions of the rulers. Under the circumstances, it would be no wonder if 
their actions and motives were occasionally misconstrued by the public. 
6. Adverting to the high sounding speech of the Maharajah of Burd- 
The Maharajah of Burdwan’s speech WAN, On the occasion of the unveiling of the 
on New Year's Day. (ueen’s statue, and his reference to Her 
Majesty’s assumption of the Imperial title, the same paper makes the follow- 
ing remarks: It is rather an exaggeration to say that the people are floating 
on the ocean of delight on account of the assumption of this title by the 
Queen. The masses believe that the Company is still reigning over them. 
Of this, however, they are aware that a famine is decimating the population. 
Rice sells at five rupees a maund in Calcutta. — ; 
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7, <Adverting to the institution of the new Order of the Crown for 
ladies, the same paper thus delivers itself: Now, 
we want to ask, whether all this parade will 
enhance the prestige of England in Kurope. The more the Romans grew 
averse to war, the more did this love of pomp and show manifest itself 
among them, till at last the Senate held debates as to the dress which should 
be worn by every public officer under the empire. Alas! will no more 
men like Pitt appear in England. In those days, her people knew how to 
win victories; and there was no indiscriminate distribution of honors. . 

8 The Bishwa Dut, of the 9th January, in an article, headed whether 
England should take the side of Turkey in 
the present war, reproduces the sentiments of 
the Statesman upon the subject. He is almost the only paper in the native 
press of Bengal, whois favourable to the cause of Russia, and dwells upon the 
defects and shortcomings of the Turkish rule in the Christian provinces. 
His conclusion is that England should not espouse the cause of the Turk, 
which is unjust ; and thus bring disgrace upon her reputation. She would be, 
on the contrary, perfectly justified in declaring war in support of .a righte- 
ous cause. 

9. The Urdu Guide makes the following observations: It is not to be 
gainsayed that there is some kind of interrup- 
tion in the former prosperity of the Turks; and 
the sovereigns of Europe are surprised at the actions which are mainly the 
cause of their adversity. The Editor then writes on the treachery of Servia 
which was at the feet of the victorious Turk last year, but was spared at the 
intercession of the great powers, when articles of peace were drawn up; and 
scarcely a year has elapsed but Servia has broken them and dlackfacedly joined 


The new Order of the Crown. 


England should not help Turkey. 


The position of Turkey. 


Russia. Even if Servia has, by the improper course it has taken, injured 


Turkey in some degree, yet to the magnanimity and wisdom of the whole 
world these three things must have become apparent—first, the intense coward- 
ice of Russia, which has compelled it to go from door to door begging for 
and collecting troops ; second, the conduct of Serviain not keeping its agree- 
ment; and third, the conduct of the sovereigns of Europe intervening and 
causing Servia to be freed, and after that setting themselves down quietly 
as spectators of the unjust shedding of blood. As an armistice is on the tapis 
we wail to see what will come of it. 

The Muhammadans of India have become verv broken-hearted after 
hearing of the recent defeats. The article closes with an allusion to the 
meeting, held on the night of the 21st December last, for the help of the 
Turkish wounded, &c. - 

10. Tue Behar Bandhu circulates with the present paper a map of 


the seat of war, and advises those of its readers, 


who are unacquainted with geography, to call 
in the aid of others better informed, and so make themselves familiar with 
the important places noted in it. 


A map of the seat of war. 


Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


11. In an article headed the “ Police and the Lieutenant-Governor,” 
Government Resolution on the report tne Sahachar, of the 7th January ’ gives the 
of the Police Department. contents of the recent Resolution of the Go- 


: . vernment on the last administration Report 
of this department. The Editor fully agrees with the observations ae 


by His Honor; and thinks that for the outspokenness and strong common 


sense which mark it, the document is one well worthy of 
of the ruler of these provinces. orthy of Mr. Eden and 


dn ae >. oO” Q(—<_eo i= 
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12. The same paper asks Government not to hurry the License Tax 
: : Bill through the Council and pass it into law. 
License Tax Bill. 
but desire that Government should consult their views before taking any 
action in the matter. 

13. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 10th January, thus speaks 

of Mr. Eden’s attitude towards the Native 
ae i: an eee the Press. Notonly does His Honor regard the 

native Editors as low and abominable and 
illiterate, he despises them as he would a worm; and should an opportunity 
arise, would probably trample them under foot to death. The reproof which 
he gratuitously administered to them on the occasion of the last durbar, 
not only alienated from him the hearts of the people, but inspired them 
with fear also. 

14. We make the following extracts from an article in the same paper, 
headed “An Income Tax or License Tax.” 
While proposing a License Tax, Sir John Stra- 
chey remarked that, if the people were unwilling to pay it, an Income Tax 
' must be imposed. By thus giving them the option of an alternative impost, 
the Finance Minister has succeeded in gaining his object. A difference of 

opinion has been caused among the people. The European community and 
the wealthy and influential classes of natives are naturally opposed to an 
Income Tax ; for, if introduced, they alone would be subjected to its incidence ; 
and thus it is that a License Tax has been laid on the poverty-stricken and 
voiceless millions. Government, however, should be careful in time. Not- 
withstanding all their assurances to the contrary, the rulers must know 
perfectly well that the form of taxation adopted as an insurance against 
famines will but indirectly lead to their recurrence by still further impoverish- 
ing the country. Supposing this to be correct, they are either wanting in a 
proper regard for the public interests, or else are shirking their duty for fear 
of offending self-seeking Europeans. If their interests really require that the 
country should continue to be administered by the British nation, even on 
that account alone, Government should cease to levy taxes from the people 
on the system which has been in vogue for the last few years. 


An Income Tax vs. License Tax. 


15. While gratified to notice from the speech of Mr. Mackenzie that. 


‘poverty-stricken old ladies, who live by 
peddling odds and ends at country markets,” 
shall be exempted from the operation of the Act, the same paper remarks that 
should the Bill be passed in its present form, it would be really hard upon those 
whose yearly income is Rs. 50, or in other words about Rs. 4 a month to have 
to pay a tax of Re. 1. There could be no question that the man who earned 
only Rs. 4 a month was really poor. He would scarcely be able to keep body 
and soul together on this income; and it would only increase his difficulties 
should he be required to pay a tax of Re. 1 out of this. The pressure will 
not probably be felt by those carrying on extensive dealings; but petty 
traders, whose capital is represented by a few rupees, and who do not keep 
any regular accounts, are likely to be assessed on incomes simply assumed 
without any foundation. In dealing with such cases, the assessor will 
doubtless be guided by such considerations as the appearance of the 
assessee, the value of his premises, or the number of members constituting 
his family. But now it so happens that there are many unlucky people to 
whom even starvation cannot give an emaciated look; there are many who 
continue to live in large buildings constructed by their ancestors, although 
fortune has long since deserted their homes; and there are many, too, who do 
not enjoy the smallest income, although their families are composed of a large 


The License Tax. 


The people are indeed willing to pay the tax; — 
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BHaRaT MIugiR. 


(6 ) 
number of worthless dependents. There can be no question that such as these 
will be exposed to much injustice. Cases again will not probably be few where 
men who have lost everything in speculation and are deeply encumbered 
with debt, and thus expecting utter ruin every moment, will be assessed at 
the higher rate. After all needful precautions had been adopted, Mr. Massey’s 
scheme of 1867 was not free from abuses owing to the ignorance, which 
then prevailed respecting the condition of the people. Mr. Mackenzie’s 
plan is open to more serious objections. Under the former scheme incomes 
were taxed; the assessment under the proposed law will be irrespective of any 
consideration of profit or loss: and the man whose fortunes have been totally 
ruined by a shipwreck, whose factory has been struck down by lightning, 
equally with him whom reckless speculation has left in blank despair, will 
be liable to pay the license tax. 

16. The same paper is exceedingly gratified to find that Her Majesty 
has conferred. upon Maharani Swarnamayi 
of Cossim Bazar the newly instituted Order of 
the Crown, and observes that this recognition of worth, on the part of Her 
Majesty, will endear her to the hearts of her subjects. ‘The Hditor asks | 
Government to confer a suitable honor on Rai Rajib Lochan, Roy Bahadur, 
the worthy Minister of Mahér4ni Swarnamayi; and dwells upon his virtues. | 

17. On this subject, the Bharat Mihir, of the 10th January, makes 
the same observations as those contained in 
the preceding paragraph. 

18. We translate the following passages from an article in the same 

a. oe paper, headed the “‘ Three Bills.” A few days 
re Stamp Bill, the Arms Billand ago, the old Baboo Joy Kishen Mookerjee, 
while addressing a meeting of the British 
Indian Association, had occasion to remark that it would be a good thing 
for the country if the legislative machine were stopped for some ten years 
to come. Although, on calm deliberation, we do not fully approve of this 
sentiment, still the way in which the legislature performs its duty, occasion- 
ally makes us alter our opinion; and a perusal of the Stamp Bill, the Arms’ 
Bill, and the Master and Servants’ Bill leads us to express the same desire. 
The second of these measures has really inspired us with fear; and although 
we have repeatedly adverted to the subject, it has not yet been discussed 
in any public meeting or newspapers. On the plea, that the sale of cheap 
arms and ammunition to the savage frontier tribes makes it possible for 
them to commit frequent raids in British territory and lead to petty wars 
Sir E. C. Bayley isin a manner disarming the whole Indian po ulation. 
With a duty of Rs. 50 levied on every cun, it will not be omeiiic for the 
poverty-stricken natives of India to provide themselves with this expensive 
article ; and henceforth they will have nothing left them, wherewith to ian 
even in a little bird-shooting. Why is it proposed to disarm the whole popu- 
lation for the faults of the frontier hill tribes? Could not some special law be 
enacted for them? What will the civilized and impartial public opinion of an 
other country say to this distrustful and rigorous treatment of the natives of 
India by the British Government? What shall we, too, say of a Government 
which views with suspicion almost every step which may be taken by the people 
and seeks to deprive them of the power of independent action ? "What shall 
we say of a Government, which proposes to itself a policy of governing the 
country with the aid of foreign troops, while making it penal for oe 
to wield a sword or fire a gun in its defence ? El ae the i lat nt 
calmly to consider the Bill. As to the Stamp Bill, this povert an ; “i 
country cannot endure the burdens successively lapel” wear’ it .* r 
wealthy nation, which eannot sufficiently realize her impecuniosity. In his 


Maharani Swarnamayi. 


The same subject. 


7 3 
speech on the budget, Lord Lytton indeed acknowledged this fact; but his 


practice shows that he does not believe it. The meeting, at which this was — 


said, heard at the same time the proposal to lay a heavy tax upon the people. 
The country groans under the burden of taxation. Here justice 1s, as 16 1s 
nowhere else, an expensive article. Instead of decreasing the rates of stamp 
duty, which we had hoped for so long, Mr. Cockerell has raised them on 
the strength of an erroneous comparison of the state of India with that of 
England. The Master and Servants’ Bill has been framed in utter ignorance 
of the condition of native society; and althoughits aim is noble, still, if 
passed, it will be fraught with injurious consequences. | 

19. The same paper observes: Our Government is not acting as the 
prudent master of a family. It will never 
cease to suffer from a constant want of funds, 
so long as, simultaneously with efforts to secure a large revenue in various 
ways, it does not seek to effect a reduction of expenditure. Sir John Strachey, 
of course, says that enough has been done in this direction, and that more is 
not feasible for the present. We, however, while believing that this is not 
really impracticable, nevertheless admit that, any one who would undertake the 
task must possess a considerable amount of firmness and courage. The Kditor 
then proceeds to point out where reduction is possible. The salaries of the 
superior officers under Government should be reduced. They are paid on 
a scale not known in any other country. A considerable amount of saving 
might be made by taking off a small percentage from the pay of such officers 
as the Lieutenant-Governors, Chief Justices and other Judges of the High 
Courts, the Divisiunal Commissioners, and. others. Instead of highly-paid 
civilians in charge of sub-divisions, competent natives should be engaged for 
this work on‘a lower scale of pay. . The Public Works Department and the 
Home and Military charges afford a vast field for retrenchments. 

20. The same paper fully endorses the views expressed by Mr. Bright, in 
"Mr. Bright on India. his speech on India, and observes that,if Govern- 
ment really desires to administer the country ina 
proper manner, it should seek to obtain the sympathy and attachment of the 
people, by respecting their feelings and consulting their views. This, however, 
can never be done, so long as Government does not attend to the internal 
administration of the country, discontinue its sojournings for half the year 
in the hills, and give up its policy of governing the people at the point of 
the bayonet. Nosympathy will ever spring up between the rulers and the ruled 
until the latter are convinced that Government is their lawful representative, 
and that, in ruling over the country, it has no interests of its own to subserve. 
This is, however, sadly wanting at the present time. All the pledges of 
equal treatment or special favour given to the people by the sovereign and 
successive Viceroys, and repeatedly confirmed by laws and regulations, have 
been ignored in practice. What hopes were not entertained by them prior 
to J anuary 1877; only to be blasted, as they learnt from subsequent 
experience. 

21. The Moorshedabad Patrikd, and the Pratikdr, of the same date, 

both published at Berhampore, writing on the 

ee ee aki of a Famine Tax and the decoration 
of Maharani Swarnamayi of Cossim Bazar with 
the Order of the Crown, express sentiments similar to those noticed in 
paragraphs 16 and 19 of this report. 


Reduction of expenditure. 


Maharani Swarnamayi. 
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22. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 12th January, notices with grati- scxass samacms, 


fication the new honor that has been con- 


Maharani Swarnamyai. ; : | 
ai ferred upon Maharani Swarnamayi. It is well 


deserved. 


January 12th, 1878. 
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ScuLtaBHa SAMACHAR, 
January 12th, 1878. 
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: emarks ‘that honors have also been worthily 
23. The same paper r given to Baboos Kristo Das Pal, Bhideb 


Distribution of honors. Mookerjee, and Dr. Rajendra Lal Mittra ; 


and asks if no titles of distinction are forthcoming for the Editors of verna- 


SutaBHa SAMACHAR. 


cular newspapers. The esteem (?) in which they are held by Mr. Eden 
precludes the hope that he will ever recommend them for any title. They 
should, therefore, bestow mutual panegyrics and recommend each other, 
Jokes apart, the esteemed Editor of the Soma Prakash, for his age and 
abilities, fully deserves some recognition at the hands of Government. 
24. The same paper dwells on the indifference shown to the just 
Menjal servants recommended for Claims of menial servants, whether employed in 
leave and pension. public offices or in private households, to leave 
and pensions in the former case, and to leave and a bonus in the latter. While 


highly-paid officials enjoy both, these useful men are dismissed, without any 


Bispwa Dot, 
January 16th, 1878. 


Bisuwa Dor, 
January 2nd, 1878. 


Hinpu Rangixa, 
January 9th, 1878. 


Bisuwa Dur, 
January 9th, 1878. 


consideration, as soon as they become, through age or infirmity, unfit for 
active service. 
95. The Bishwa D&t, of the 16th January, contains an article on the 
Government Resolution on the Police Police Department, in which remarks are made 
Department. on the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent resolution 
on its last administration report. These are, however, the same as those 
noticed in paragraph 9 of our last report, and in paragraph 11 of the present 
number. 


FAMINE. 


96. The Bishwa Dét, of the 2nd January, has an article, headed the 
‘¢ Diseased India,” in which he dwells upon the show of prosperity which the 
country enjoys under the British rule; and compares its condition with that 
of a man suffering from obesity. There are signs of progress and comfort 
visible everywhere—in the railways, the telegraph, the gas-light, palatial 
buildings, broad streets, and a well-equipped police force. A closer inspection, 
however, reveals the truth. India is diseased and suffers from chronic poverty, 
as from a chronic illness; and unless an effective remedy is found out, neither 
epidemics nor famines will cease to recur. 

27. Apropos of the above, the same paper comments on the injurious 


: consequences, which are likely to accrue from 
Agricultural Banks. h : 4 bs 

those sections of the new Civil Procedure Code, 

which have reference to loan transactions. Enacted with a view to save the 


tenantry, who mostly represent the borrowing class, these have on the 
contrary increased their difficulties ; for the mahajuns are not willing to grant 
loans on the conditions fixed by the law. It is therefore proposed that 
Government should establish a number of agricultural banks throughout the 
country, which might accommodate the peasantry with loans on a low rate 
of interest. 

28. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 9th January, attributes the frequent 
site causes of the recurrence of recurrence of famines in this country to two 


| facts, which have not yet received due attention 
at the hands of the public and the authorities. These are (1) an excessive 


exportation of corn from India, under free trade principles, and (2) the 
discontinuance of the good old practice of laying up stores of food sufficient 


at least for one year’s consumption. Both these points cannot be too soon 
attended to. | 


29. The Bishwa Dat, of the 9th January, in writing on the subject 


A Famine Tax. of a Famine Tax, expresses views identical 


with th 
last report. ose noticed in paragraph 1 of our 
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30. The Grdmbdrtad Prakdshikd, of the 12th January, notices a 
decrease in the supply of wood for fuel, which 
is felt in the towns and villages of the mofussil. 
Not only has the price risen, but the article is not always procurable. To 
add to their difficulties, though coal may be had, the inhabitants in the 


Scarcity of fuel. 


villages are mostly unaccustomed to its use for the purpose of cooking their 


food. This circumstance should engage the attention of the public; for it is 
not unlikely that a change in the mode of preparing their food may generate 
some new disease, to discover the cause of which may, some day, cost Govern- 
ment a considerable amount of money and trouble. Briefly, it may be said 
that the cause of the manifold misfortunes of the country is the chronic and 
extreme poverty of the people. 
31. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 12th January, has a cartoon 
composed of the following, viz. a high 
English official, on whose forehead there is 
written G. H., is seated on a chair holding a lean skeleton figure of a man 


A Durbar. 


in his arms. Ata little distance to the right, stands an independent native 


prince, described as a “Rajah,” and behind him the British Resident at his 
court, who is pushing him by the neck. 

We give the letter-press, headed ‘* A Durbar.” 

“He has not yet died! Come, Sir! You have got an invitation!” 

The official on the left receives a title of distinction for showing 
that a man can be kept alive on small rations. The figure on the right is 
the British Resident at a native court; he is pushing the independent prince 
by the neck to the scene of the durbar. The Rajah is not willing to come ; 
still the Resident pushes him on. An invitation to the durbar has overtaken 
him. What great honors! . 7 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


BenGaLI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICER, Government Bengali Translator. 
The 19th January 1878. 


Bengal Sect. Press—S. J. D’S.—Reg. No. 16603~22-1-78, 
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